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NW lowa

lowa may not have

mountains or OC€ans

but we have some of the best
wildlife areas anywhere!



This project is a cooperative effort of:
lowa Lakes RC&D
Clay County Conservation Board
O’Brien County Conservation Board
Palo Alto County Conservation Board




Watchable Wildlife

Presentation by James Mallman, President
of Watchable Wildlife, Inc

Wildlife/Nature Tourism — Travel for the
main purpose of recreating with the
outdoors with a key emphasis on wildlife
viewing, hiking, paddling, photography and
observing natural sites



Economic impact of
wildlife viewing Is
staggering!!

National annual expenditures:
Hunting - $20,600,000,000

Fishing - $36,000,000,000

Wildlife Viewing - $38,000,000,000



Encounters at Watchable Wildlife locations

e Provide non-formal environmental education
opportunities

» Allow people of all ages to experience plants
and wildlife in their natural setting

e Connect visitors both physically and
emotionally with the
natural world around them

« Ultimately, once connected
these people will be more
apt to care for and protect
the natural world.






Surveyed 13 counties in Northwest lowa
City — County — State — Federal



Over 480 sites were identified!

34 sites were Included in pilot program
POTHOLE BIRDING
GLACIAL LANDSCAPES






Built a website —
www.watchablewildlifenwia.org






Lost Island Prairie
Wetlands Center —
Palo Alto County

Prairie Heritage Center -
O’Brien County






